On the appearance of Mr. Costello's Cyclopaedia, we were led to compare some of its articles with those on the same subjects in other works of the kind; and it occurred to us that we might be able to lay before our readers some valuable practical articles founded on a critical survey of the whole of the publications on the same plan, recently published. The delay that has taken place in the publication of the Cyclopaedia of Surgery has prevented us from carrying our plan into execution ; but the present article affords a specimen of the information which it is capable of supplying. We have fixed on the subject of Abortion as the most important that occurs in the alphabetical arrangement followed in these works.
Although in the works before us the whole subject of premature expulsion is treated of under the general head of Abortion, yet, with the exception of Professor v. Siebold and Dr. Dewees, each writer has limited the strict meaning of this term to expulsions of the foetus occurring before it has attained a sufficient degree of development to enable it to support an existence separate from the mother. Premature expulsion of the foetus may therefore be considered under two distinct heads,?Abortion, and Premature Labour; it being only in the latter division that the child will be capable of maintaining an independent existence. The precise period at which the one division terminates and the other commences has been variously given. [Juty.
to full contraction Dr. Copland says, " When the embryo only is expelled, the appendages being still retained, or when the hemorrhage is great, the entire ovum still remaining in the uterus, the ergot of rye will often prove of inestimable service, and when given in the form of decoction with as much borax as it will dissolve will seldom disappoint our expectations." (? 37.) 
